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I N  MEMORIAM MAUREEN BYRNE 
R. Irm Jack 
Success  a s  a d i r e c t o r  of  an  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  excava t ion  r e q u i r e s  
t a l e n t s  as much s o c i a l ,  p sycho log ica l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a s  academic. 
With t h e  d e a t h  o f  Maureen Byrne a t  twenty-four on 20 November 1977, 
we have l o s t  a young d i r e c t o r  wi th  s u b s t a n t i a l  achievement behind h e r  
and a l a r g e r  p o t e n t i a l  c l e a r l y  demonstrated.  
Maureen was never  happ ie r  than i n  t h e  f i e l d  and packed a 
remarkable  amount of exper ience  i n t o  t h e  s i x  y e a r s  a f t e r  s h e  f i r s t  
encoun te red  Sydney U n i v e r s i t y  Archaeological  Soc ie ty  and t h e  department 
of archaeology.  She came t o  archaeology a t  a time when an  i n c r e a s i n g  
e f f o r t  was b e i n g  expended on invo lv ing  Sydney s t u d e n t s  of c l a s s i c a l ,  
n e a r - e a s t e r n  and a b o r i g i n a l  archaeology i n  p r a c t i c a l  exper ience  on 
A u s t r a l i a n  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s .  Maureen was among those  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c l a s s  
i n  H i s t o r i c a l  Archaeology I1 i n  1974 and from then  on h e r  v i t a l i t y  was 
e f f e c t i v e l y  channe l l ed  i n t o  t ak ing  a precocious  r o l e  i n  a wide v a r i e t y  
o f  c o l o n i a l  e x c a v a t i o n s .  With exper ience  a s  a member of t h e  team a t  
I r r awang  a l r e a d y  behind h e r ,  she  a c t e d  a s  deputy t o  John Wade a t  t h e  
R o a s t i n g  P i t s  d i g  a t  Tambaroora nea r  H i l l  End i n  1974 and s h e  adorned 
t h e  b e s t  p r e s s  photograph a s  she worked a l o n e  i n  t h e  v a u l t  exposed i n  
Old Sydney B u r i a l  Ground l a t e r  t h a t  yea r .  Apprent iceship  of t h i s  s o r t  
w i t h  t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  and encouragement of a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  a s  d i f f e r e n t  
a s  Judy Birmingham, Vincent  Megaw, David Frankel ,  Dick Green, Alexander 
Cambitoglou, B a s i l  Hennessy and J i m  Al len ,  l e d  h e r  i n  1975 t o  take  
c o n t r o l  of  a number o f  o p e r a t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  vaca t ions  of h e r  f i n a l  
honours  yea r .  
Three  e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  James King's p o t t e r y  a t  Irrawang n e a r  
Raymond T e r r a c e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of  1975 continued t h e  e ight-year  
s e r i e s  o f  d i g s  t h e r e  under t h e  Archaeological  Soc ie ty  and Judy 
Birmingham. A l l  o f  Maureen's e x p e d i t i o n s  looked a t  S t r u c t u r e  H ,  t h e  
workshop of  t h e  ear thenware  k i l n :  t h e  b r i e f e s t  produced one of  t h e  
most b e a u t i f u l  examples of  Irrawang moulded ware, t h e  so -ca l l ed  
Aphrod i t e  vase  w i t h  t h e  arms of t h e  USA upon one s i d e ,  whi l e  t h e  longes t  
took advantage o f  t h e  December drought t o  s o l v e  t h e  problem of  dra inage 
between H and i t s  k i l n  i n  a n  a r e a  u s u a l l y  (and now permanently) too 
water logged t o  b e  excava ted  t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  depth.  I n  t h e  December d i g ,  
s h e  a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  and opened up t h e  o t h e r  workshop a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  
s toneware  k i l n .  
I n  t h e  meantime, i n  August 1975, she  had d i r e c t e d  a small bu t  
s i g n i f i c a n t  e x c a v a t i o n  on beha l f  of t h e  t r u s t e e s  of Addington i n  Ryde. 
Behind t h e  house  v i s i b l e  from V i c t o r i a  Road is a very  e a r l y  p a i r  of 
two-roomed b u i l d i n g s .  It was supposed t h a t  t h e  one of  sandstone and 
b r i c k  d a t e d  from t h e  t ime o f  the  g r a n t ,  i n  1794, and t h e  o t h e r ,  of 
b r i c k  a l o n e ,  t o  1798. ~ a u r e e n '  S e l e g a n t  l i t t l e  r e p o r t  i n  t h e  
A u s t r a l i a n  S o c i e t y  f o r  H i s t o r i c a l  Archaeology Newslet ter  showed t h a t  
a d r a i n  ' r a n  benea th  t h e  foundat ions  of  t h e  "1794" c o t t a g e  thus  
p r o v i n g  t h a t  t h e  t ank ,  d r a i n ,  and presumably t h e  reason f o r  i t ,  i . e .  
t h e  1798 c o t t a g e ,  p reda ted  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e . '  
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The l a s t  two y e a r s  o f  h e r  l i f e  were h e r  h a p p i e s t ,  w i t h  a 
Cornonwealth Research Scho la r sh ip ,  c a n d i d a t u r e  f o r  a  PhD a t  Sydney, 
a  major t o p i c  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t r y  o u t  t echn iques  and a c q u i r e  
new s k i l l s .  The minor p r o j e c t s  which Maureen f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e s e  two 
y e a r s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  enough p o i n t e r s  t o  t h e  l i k e l y  development of  
he r  c a r e e r .  At E l i z a b e t h  Farm, Pa r ramat ta ,  s h e  r a n  two s u c c e s s f u l  
s h o r t  seasons  on t h e  n o r t h  f r o n t  t o  answer q u e r i e s  unanswered i n  
David F r a n k e l ' s  excava t ion  of 1972. I n  R o z e l l e ,  s h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  
tu rned  a n  owner 's  p l e a  f o r  some i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s  backyard w e l l  i n t o  a  
s t u d e n t  experiment i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  w e l l  f i l l e d  w i t h  r u b b i s h  from t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  onwards: and the  s t u d e n t s  who d i d  t h e  work a r e  now 
producing t h e  p u b l i s h a b l e  r e p o r t  of t h e  exper iment  which Maureen 
in tended.  Through t h e  Adult  Education i n t e n s i v e  c l a s s  which we r a n  
j o i n t l y ,  she  became involved i n  the  r e c o r d i n g  o f  t h e  impor tan t  brewery- 
f l o u r  mi l l - farm s i t e  o f  Blaxland Park a t  Wal lac ia .  J u s t  a s  s h e  had 
t augh t  h e r s e l f  surveying t o  g ive  t u t o r i a l s  t o  s t u d e n t s  o f  H i s t o r i c a l  
Archaeology I1 i n  1976, s o  she d i r e c t e d  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  by s u r v e y ,  
photography and drawing of t h i s  impress ive  and l a r g e l y  unknown complex, 
encouraging t h e  e x p e r t i s e  o f  Bob His lop ,  a n  e n g i n e e r  i n  t h e  c l a s s  and 
c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  Ca th ie  O 'Su l l ivan ,  a  diploma s t u d e n t  concerned w i t h  
t h e  p roper ty .  
But Tasmania was h e r  main focus  i n  t h e s e  l a s t  two y e a r s .  With 
the  ve ry  a c t i v e  h e l p  of  J i m  Al len ,  s h e  under took t h e  s t u d y  o f  P o r t  
Arthur ,  t h e  l a r g e  pena l  s t a t i o n  on Tasman's P e n i n s u l a ,  a s  a  t e s t  c a s e  
i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of h i s t o r i c a l  and a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence  f o r  a  
c o l o n i a l  s i t e .  Although n o t  r e s t r i c t i n g  h e r s e l f  t o  t h e  e a r l i e s t  
~ r i s o n e r s '  b a r r a c k s ,  t h i s  s i t e  was vacan t  and gave promise o f  i n t e r e s t  
which was abundant ly  confirmed i n  h e r  seven-week d i g  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  
f o r c e s  i n  January and February 1977. The superb  r e c o r d s  which s h e  
kept  from t h i s  excavat ion (now depos i t ed  i n  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Sydney 
a r c h i v e s )  w i l l  a l low n o t  on ly  t h e  posthumous p u b l i c a t i o n  of  h e r  d r a f t  
s i t e  r e p o r t  and s t u d i e s  of  some of t h e  a r t e f a c t s  b u t  a l s o  t h e  
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of  the  d i g  i f  r e sources  can b e  found f o r  t h e  second 
season which Maureen had planned f o r  January  and February 1978. 
A s  a  r e s u l t  of h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Tasmanian N a t i o n a l  Pa rks  
and W i l d l i f e  Se rv ice  which c o n t r o l s  P o r t  A r t h u r ,  Maureen was i n v i t e d  
i n  1977 t o  p repare  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t  on t h e  Coal Mines S t a t i o n  
on Tasman's Pen insu la :  t h i s  two-volume i l l u s t r a t e d  r e p o r t ,  based  on a  
f o r t n i g h t ' s  d i g  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s t o r i c a l  work, was p u n c t u a l l y  produced 
and f o r t h r i g h t l y  expressed.  
P u n c t u a l i t y  of p roduc t ion  was n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  commissioned work. 
Maureen no t  on ly  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  m e r i t  i n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  
work which was no t  w r i t t e n  up and made a v a i l a b l e  i n  whatever  form t o  
t h o s e  who might b e n e f i t ,  bu t  s h e  a l s o  s e t  a  good example. The most 
s t r i k i n g  i n s t a n c e  was h e r  o t h e r  major work i n  Tasmania, h e r  s t u d y  o f  
the  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  roadway of Ross Bridge,  t h e  remarkably 
decora ted  b r i d g e  completed i n  1836. The work was done i n  February 
1976; the  r e p o r t  was handsomely pub l i shed  as number t h r e e  o f  S t u d i e s  
i n  H i s t o r i c a l  Archaeology be fo re  the  y e a r  was o u t .  
Maureen saw p u b l i c a t i o n  a s  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  of t h e  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  'S 
t a s k  and h e r  l a s t  e n t e r p r i s e  was t o  e d i t  t h e  work done y e a r s  b e f o r e  on 
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t h e  f i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  church i n  Balmain f i r s t  by John Clegg then by 
John Wade. The work on t h e  a r t e f a c t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  a  f i n e  cache of e a r l y  
b o t t l e s )  and on r e c o n s t r u c t i n g  t h e  s i t e  r e p o r t  was l a r g e l y  completed 
by s t u d e n t s  and r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  under h e r  i n s p i r a t i o n  and w i l l  soon 
appear  because  of  t h e  e n e r g i e s  of  J e n n i f e r  van Proc to r .  
Maureen was h a p p i e s t  i n  the  f i e l d .  She knew what she  wanted,  
and o r g a n i s e d  peop le ,  s u p p l i e s ,  s i t e  and weather t o  g e t  what s h e  
wanted.  I f  t h e  wea the r  l e t  h e r  down, s h e  ignored i t ,  i f  people  l e t  
h e r  down t h e y  soon knew where they had f a i l e d .  She was demanding and 
s h e  was f i r m ,  b u t  s h e  was a  r a r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  manager of people.  She 
had a l l  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  comrnond. Both undergraduates  and a d u l t  
e d u c a t i o n  s t u d e n t s  worked o u t s t a n d i n g l y  w e l l  f o r  h e r  and most had t h e  
warmest a f f e c t i o n  f o r  h e r .  The d i s t r e s s  among t h e  s t u d e n t  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  
a t  Sydney and among o u r  a d u l t  educa t ion  c l a s s  when s h e  s u f f e r e d  h e r  
f a t a l  asthma a t t a c k  was immensely moving. S ince  s h e  would never  a s k  
anyone t o  do something s h e  was n o t  prepared t o  t r y  h e r s e l f ,  s h e  was 
a lways  a  comrade i n  a  camarader ie ,  a  prima i n t e r  pa res .  
T h i s  s o r t  o f  d e d i c a t i o n  which she  exempli f ied  brought h e r  a l s o  
t o  spend hundreds o f  hours  over  t h e  yea r s  on p repar ing  a  corpus of  
t h e  I r rawang ea r thenware  and stoneware based on h e r  unique acquaintance 
w i t h  some 15,000 s h e r d s .  It brought  h e r  t o  b u i l d  up a  f i r s t - r a t e  
working l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i a l  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  from a l l  s o r t s  of 
obscure  B r i t i s h  and American sources .  It drove h e r  on t o  v i s i t  a n  
e x t r a o r d i n a r y  v a r i e t y  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  s i t e s  and museums i n  
A u s t r a l i a ;  i t  took  h e r  t o  Kate Holmes' e x p e d i t i o n  a t  Arl tunga i n  t h e  
Nor the rn  T e r r i t o r y  i n  1977 a s  i t  had taken h e r  t o  Graham P r e t t y ' s  
Roonka i n  South  A u s t r a l i a  f o u r  y e a r s  b e f o r e .  But i t  never  d i s t r a c t e d  
h e r  from h e r  main p r i o r i t i e s :  f o r  t h e  l a s t  two y e a r s ,  P o r t  Ar thur ,  
i t s  e x c a v a t i o n ,  i ts  iconography, i t s  w r i t t e n  evidence dominated h e r  
academic l i f e .  
Maureen d i d  s o  much s o  w e l l  i n  s o  s h o r t  a  t ime. Her d e a t h  is 
a t e r r i b l e  w a s t e  and an a b i d i n g  sadness  for those who knew he r .  
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